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X LVIII.—Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
(Continued from p. 363.) 
78. Günther on a Land-Rail from Aldabra Island. 


[On the Occurrence of a Land-Rail (Rallus) in the Island of Aldabra. 
By Dr. A. Günther. Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 5, vol. ii. p. 164.] 

Two specimens of Rails obtained on Aldabra Island by 
Capt. Wharton are here described. In colour and general 
dimensions they do not differ from Rallus gularis of Mada- 
gascar, but the wings and tarsi are much shorter in the Al- 
dabra bird; and from this fact the author calls the bird Radlus 
gularis, var. aldabrana. 


79. Berlepsch on new American Birds. 

[Fine neue Gattung und neue Arten aus Südamerika. Von Hans Graf 
v. Berlepsch. Ornith. Centralb. 1879, p. 63. ] 

In this short article Graf v. Berlepsch gives the characters 
of anew genus of Tanagers—Callithraupis for Pyranga cy- 
anictera, Vieillot—and describes as new species Basileuterus 
cabanisi from Venezuela, Pachyrhamphus intermedius from 
Venezuela, and Panychlora inexpectata from Bogota. We 
may remark that Bonaparte has already made a generic name 
for Callithraupis, having called this little-known bird Cyan- 
icterus venustus (Consp. 1. p. 240, 1850). 


80. Hartlaub on rare Birds of the Bremen Museum. 


[Ueber einige seltene Vogel der Bremen Sammlung. Von Dr. G. lart- 


laub. Cab. J. f. O. 1879, p. 187.] 


Gives notices and descriptions of Coccycolius iris, Oustalet 
(Bull. Ass. Se. France, 1878, p. 158), Lowioides builloni (scr. 
bailieut), Oust., and Strix oustaleti, Hartl. (P. Z. 8. 1879, 
p. 295), of whieh examples have been lately acquired by the 
Bremen collection. 


81. Harvie-Brown on the Capercaillie in Scotland. 


[The Capercaillie in Scotland. By J. A. Harvie Brown. Edinburgh: 
1879. Pp. 155.] 


Some time ago Mr. Harvie Brown commenced an inquiry 
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into the increase and spread of the Capercaillie in Seotland, 
and the information he reccived has been brought together to 
form the present work. The subject has been arranged in 
six parts, the first two relating to the derivation of the name 
“ Capercaillie” and to the early history of the species in 
Scotland down to its extinction about the year 1760. The 
remaining parts give a detailed account of its reintroduction, 
beginning with the first nusnceessful attempts, followed by 
the reestablishment of the species at Taymouth in 1837-38. 
Then follows an account of the gradual spread of the bird, 
with remarks on the laws of its extension of range, its in- 
fluence on other game, and the injury done by it to forests 
and grain crops. The present extent of the range of tlic 
species is shown on a map. Altogether Mr. Harvie Brown 
has spared no pains to get information on his subject, and in 
arranging and condensing his materials he has produced a 
useful and instructive book. 


82. Collett on the Norwegian Avifauna. 


[Mindre Meddelelser vedrérende Norges Fuglefauna i Aarene 1873-76. 
Af Robert Collett. Separat-Aftryk af Nyt Magazin for Naturvidenska- 
berne, vol. xxiii. Christiania: 1877.] 

In this memoir Mr. Collett continues his notes on the 
birds of Norway, on which subject his last observations were 
published in 1872. More or less lengthened notices are given 
on all the species observed during this interval, arranged in 
systematic order. Those interested in the ornithology of 
Scandinavia should not fail to study the writings of this excel- 
lent observer. 


83. Colletts Zvogeographical Map of Norway. 

[Norvége, Carte zoo-géographique, contenant une liste complète de tous 
les Animaux Vertébrés de Norvége, par M. Robert Collett. 4 sheets. 
Christiania: 1875. ] 

This is a large map of Norway in four sheets, containing 
ou one side a complete list of the vertebrates of that country 
knowu to the author in 1875 and of the localities where they 
are to be found: 251 species of birds are mentioned. 
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84. Collett on two Birds new to Norway. 


[Om et Par for Norges Fauna nye Fuglearter. Af Robert Collett. 
Chr. Vid.-Selsk. Férh. 1877, No. 5.] 

The first occurrences of Motacilla melanope, Pallas, and 
Phylloscopus sibilatriz (Bechst.) are recorded. 


85. Reichenow and Schalow on the Biography of Orni- 
thologisis. 


[Biographische Notizen über Ornithologen der Gegenwart, gesammelt 
von Anton Reichenow und Herman Schalow. 16 pp. 4to. 1879. ] 

This pamphlet contains a reprint of the short biographies 
of living ornithologists which have lately appeared in the 
‘Ornithologischer Centralblatt.? So far as Germany is con- 
cerned, the list is very complete ; but there are serions omis- 
sions in the English list, which we trust means will be found 
to supply, as a good general work on this subject would be 
most useful to all interested in our science. 


86. De Heldreich, ‘ Fauna of Greece.’ 


[Exposition Universelle de Paris en 1878.—La Fauna de Grèce, Rap- 
port sur les travaux et recherches zoologiques faites en Gréce et revue 
sommaire des Animaux qui s’y trouvent naturellement ou a l'état de 
domesticité, par Th. De Heldreich. Partie I. Animaux Vertébrés. 8vo. 
Athènes: 1878.] 

The ornithological portion of this little work occupies from 
page 26 to 61. The number of species treated of is 331. 
These are arranged under their respective families as birds of 
summer, of winter, and of passage. The Greek names of a 
large number of them are given, and short notes on the cir- 
eumstances under which each species is found. 


87. Dr. Coues on Private Letters of Wilson, Ord, and 
Bonaparte. 


[Private Letters of Wilson, Ord, and Bonaparte. Edited by Dr. Elliott 
Coues. The Penn Monthly, x. pp. 443-455. ] 


The three letters here reprinted, with an explanatory pre- 
face by Dr. Cones, are in the possession of Miss Lawson, a 
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daughter of the engraver who executed the plates of Wilson’s 
and Bonaparte’s ‘ American Ornithology.” They are chiefly 
interesting for the light they throw on the history of the 
progress of the great work with which the names of these 
ornithologists are conneeted. 


88. Cecil Smith on the Birds of Guernsey. 

[The Birds of Guernsey and the Neighbouring Islands (Alderney, Sark, 
Jethou, Herm): being a small contribution to the Ornithology of the 
Channel] Islands. By Cecil Smith. London: 1879. Small 8vo, pp. 223.] 

This will doubtless be found a useful little book by any one 
visiting the Channel Islands. It is a great pity, however, 
that the author was compelled to omit the island of Jerscy 
from his consideration. He explains his reasons for this 
omission, and we cannot but admit their validity ; never- 
theless the eompleteness of his book is sadly marred thereby. 
176 speeies are included in the list of the birds of the islands 
mentioned on the titlepage. Of these, notes, more or less 
full, are given, detailing the circumstances under whieh each 
speeies has come under the author’s notice. 


89. J. H. Gurney, Jr., on the Gannet on the Bass Rock. 

[The Gannet City. By J. H. Gurney, Jr. Trans. Norf. & Norw. Nat. 
Soc. ii. pp. 528-588. ] 

This is an account of the author’s visit to the Bass Rock 
in March 1876, and a history of its well-known inhabitants, 
the Gannets. The Sca-Birds’ Preservation Act, according to 
Mr. Gurney, does not seem to benefit these birds much, as 
the close time expires before the breeding-scason is over. 
This is taken advantage of by gunuers, to the great detriment 
of the birds. 


90. Sharpe on the Ornithology of New Guinea. 

{Contributions to the Ornithology of New Guinea. By R. Bowdler 
Sharpe, F.L.S., F.Z.S., &&—Part V. On recent Collections from the 
Neighbourhood of Port Moresby, S.E. New Guinea; and Part VI. On 
Collections made by the Rev. W. G. Lawes in North-eastern New Guinea. 
Journ. Linn. Soc., Zool. xiv. pp. 626-634 and pp. 685-688. ] 


In these two papers Mr. Sharpe continues Ins notes on 
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New-Guinea birds, describing the contents of two collections 
that have recently come before him. No new species are 
characterized in either paper; but several important identifi- 
cations of names are made, especially in the former. The 
second paper refers to birds collected at Walter Bay, about 
60 miles east of Port Moresby ; but the character of the bird- 
fauna scems to be quite the same as.that of the latter district. 


91. Elliots Classification of the Trochilide. 

[A Classification and Synopsis of the Trochilide. By D. G. Elliot. 
Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, 317. ] 

Perhaps no group of birds has been more “ classified ” than 
the Humming-birds, or more lavishly provided with generic 
names. Without enumerating the older attempts at ar- 
ranging these birds, Gray, Bonaparte, Reichenbach, Gould, 
Mulsant, and others have all endeavoured to classify 
Humming-birds; but none of their efforts are to Mr. Elliot’s 
liking. The task is indeed a difficult one, and, we venture to 
think, has not even yet been accomplished. The 426 species of 
Trochilidee Mr. Elliot acknowledges he places in 120 genera. 
Subfamilies he rejects altogether, the genera being arranged 
in 49 equivalent groups, some of which consist of a single 
genus, others of groups of genera. In drawing the cha- 
racters of these genera, Mr. Elliot depends upon the shape 
of the bill, its relative length, the form of the tail, and 
other points, but he utterly rejects the distribution of colour 
as of any generic value. Now, considering how very artificial 
and tentative the whole system must be, we think he need 
not have thus gone out of his way to cut out characters which 
certainly have their value. Still it is refreshing to find any 
one who will even attempt to give generic characters of such 
a complex family as the Trochilidæ, and for doing so we owe 
our thanks to Mr. Elliot. As regards nomenclature, Mr. 
Elliot has not, considering all things, made so many changes 
as might perhaps have been expected, and for this, too, we are 
thankful; we should have been more so if he had read his 
Tiger more carefully, and let our old friend Orthorhynchus 
alone. Onc new genus is proposed in this work, viz. F/o- 
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ricola, for the species usually placed in Heliomaster; and the 
name Jache is substituted for the previously used Circe, and 
Callipharus for Clotho of Mulsant. Of species all seem to 
have been previously described ; but a name, rubrigularis, is 
suggested for a Petasophora which may prove to be a distinct 
species. As regards references, Mr. Elliot has given all those 
bearing upon classification very completely; but students 
wishing to cousult authorities on the distribution of species 
must, to a very great extent, examine other works. 


92. Newton on moot Points in Ornithological Nomenclature. 
[On some moot Points in Ornithological Nomenclature. By Alfred 


Newton, M.A., F.R.S., &c. From the ‘Annals and Magazine of Natural 
History,’ August 1879.] 


This is a reply to Sclater’s article in our last number (antec, 
p. 846), and, for the convenience of those interested in the 
discussion, would have been better addressed to this Journal. 
It is not our wish to continue the controversy further ; but as 
regards Thomas Forster’s “second catalogue,” referred to by 
Professor Newton, we may remark that there is no evidence 
of its date, and that it may have been issued several years 
after the first, in which case the name Budo ignavus would 
lose its assumed precedence. No doubt Sclater made an 
error in overlooking this addition to Forster’s tract; but it 
may be observed that the ‘second catalogue ” 1s not to be 
found in several copies of this obscure work that we have 
consulted, and that, although the paging is continued through, 
the “ first catalogue ” is terminated by a “finis,” and is, so 
far as one can tell, quite complete without the second. 


93. Salvadori on Birds from Sumatra. 


[Catalogo di una Collezione di Uccelli fatta nella parte occidentale di 
Sumatra dal Prof. Odoardo Beccari e descritta da Tommaso Salvadori. 
Ann, Mus. Civ. Genova, xiv. p. 169.] 


Prof. Beceari, during his recent botanical expedition to 
Sumatra, in June 1878 and the three following months, made 
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a collection of birds, principally on Mount Singalan (a vol- 
canic cone of about 8900 feet altitude), where his cabin was 
situated at an altitude of 5000 feet, at the commencement of 
the virgin forest. The collection contained 506 speeimens, 
whieh Prof. Salvadori refers to 179 species, of which the 
following 24 are described as new :— 


Chrysophlegma mystacalis, p. 182. Rimator albostriatus, p. 224. 


Caprimulgus pulchellus, p. 195. Brachypteryx saturata, p. 225. 
Niltava sumatrana, p. 201. flaviventris, p. 226. 
Stoparola ruficrissa, p. 202. Myiophoneus dicrorkynchus, p. 227. 
Rhipidura atrata, p. 203. Arrenga melanura, p. 227. ` 
Pericrocotus montanus, p. 205. Cochoa beccarii, p. 228. 
Graucalus melanocephalus, p. 206. Liothrix laurinæ, p. 231. 
Hemipus intermedius, p. 209. Heterophasia simillima, p. 232. 
Hyloterpe brunneicauda, p. 210. Pteruthius cameranoi, p. 232. 
Zosterops atricapilla, p. 214. Prinia hypoxantha, p. 235. 
Stachyris bocagei, p. 223. Acomus inornatus, p. 250. 
Turdinus rufipectus, p. 224. Peloperdix rubrirostris, 251. 


Prof. Salvadori observes that the present collection con- 
tains representatives of many Indo-Chinese genera which 
were not found in the collection from Lampong, in South- 
eastern Sumatra, lately described by Lord Tweeddale (Ibis, 
1877, p. 283), such as Vivia, Chrysophlegma, Psarisomus, Nil- 
tava, Rimator, Heterophasia, Liothrixz, Garrulax, &e. The 
collection has, we need hardly say, been worked out by Prof. 
Salvadori in his usual thorough way, and the memoir is a 
most valuable contribution to our knowledge of the still im- 
perfeetly known ornithology of Sumatra. 


94. Salvadori’s ‘ Prodromus of Papuan Ornithology? 


[Prodromus Ornithologiæ Papuasiæ et Moluccarum.—VII. Passeres, 
Hirundinidæ, Muscicapide. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genov. xiv. pp. 490-508.] 


Of Hirundinidæ only three species are found in the region 
treated of by Prof. Salvadori, all of which are well-known 
species. Of Muscicapidæ, however, 106 species are enume- 
rated, and the exact localities where each has been found 
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given ; to these is added a list of six othcrs described by Mr. 
Ramsay, none of which have as yet come under Prof. Salva- 
dori’s notice. This Prodromus, hike its predecessors, is a 
forerunner of the comprehensive work which is now being 
claborated by our untiring fellow labourer. 


95. D'Albertis and Salvadori on Birds of the Fly River. 


[Catalogo degli Uccelli raccolti da L. M. D'Albertis durante la seconda 
e terza esplorazione del Finme Fly negli anni 1876 e 1877. Per L. M. 
D'Albertis e T. Salvadori. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genov. xiv. pp. 21-131.] 

This is another very important contribution to the know- 
ledge of the birds of New Guinea, being based upon the 
second and third collections made by Signor D’Albertis during 
his excursions up the Fly river. 173 species of birds were 
actually obtained, and ten others observed during the expe- 
dition. Nine species are described for the first time, viz. :— 
Aprosmictus callopterus, Trichoglossus ceruleiceps, Chetura 
nove-guince, Rectes brunneiceps, Diceum rubrigulare, Diceum 
albopunctatum, Poodytes albolimbatus, Munia leucosticta, and 
Megacrex inepta, the last named being referred to a new 
genus. In addition to these a Paradisea is described as 
P. nove-guinee in a note at the end of the paper, the bird 
being intermediate between P. apoda and P. raggiana. The 
large series of specimens obtained by Signor D’Albertis, and 
fully described in this paper, seem to show that the passage 
of P. apoda into P. raggiana is quite gradual ; and a number 
of these intermediate birds were obtained where the ranges 
of the two species osculate. Therc is also a full account of 
Casuarius beccarii, with woodcuts of the heads and wattles 
of several specimens. 


96. ‘ Bulletin’ of the Nuttall Ornithological Club, 

[Vol. iv. No. 2, April, No. 3, July.] 

Our transatlantic contemporary seems to be in a thriving 
condition, containing no lack of interesting papers, chiefly on 
the birds of North America. In the Apri] number Dr. Elliott 
Coues has one of his exhaustive articles, this time selecting 
Hesperiphona vespertina as his theme. Mr. Brewster, in notes 
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on the habits and nesting of certain rare birds of Texas, iu- 
cludes an interesting account of the nesting of Dendræca 
chrysoparia, which has at last been traced to its home 
in Comal County, Texas. Mr. Brewster gives also an ac- 
count of Vireo atricapillus, which will be read with interest. 
Mr. Cory records the capture of Dendreca kirklandi in the 
Bahamas. 

In the July number Mr. Ridgway has an article on zoolo- 
gical nomenclature, wherein the best method of treating 
transitional forms is discussed, Mr. Ridgway being disposed 
to revert to the practice of Linnecus in certain cases, when 
the subspecies, or whatever it may be called, has prefixed to 
its name a letter of the Greek alphabet. Mr. Henshaw has 
an instructive account of the Thrushes allied to Turdus pal- 
lasi, birds with which he is familiarly acquainted. Dr. Brewer 
gives an article on Bucephala islandica, now known in America 
as the Rocky-Mountain Golden-eye. Amongst the notices 
of rare birds Mr. Purdie records the existence in collections 
of three specimens of Helminthophaga leucobronchialis, making 
eight that are now known, and Mr. Covert sends a note on 
the capture of the ninth specimen of Dendræca kirklandi at 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


97. Gundlach’s ‘Ornithology of Cuba.’ 


[Contribucion a la Ornitologia Cubana. Por el Dr, Juan Gundlach. 
Habana: 1876. Large 8vo, pp. 364.] 

In this volume, which has only recently reached us, the 
veteran ornithologist of Cuba, Dr. Gundlach, has collectcd 
together all the various papers that he has written on the 
birds of Cuba, and incorporated them into a work the great 
utility of which can hardly be overestimated. In addition to 
his own work, Dr. Gundlach has examined critically that of 
his predecessors over the same ground, from the paper of 
Vigors, published in 1827, the great work of La Sagra, and 
the contributions of Poey, Lembeye, and others. We have 
thus a book which deals thoroughly with the subject, the 
value of which is enhanced by the copious notes concerning 
cach species, which Dr. Gundlach, as an experienced field- 
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naturalist, is especially fitted to write. In arranging his sub- 
ject the synonymy and references are placed at the end of 
the volume, away from the account of each species. This is 
no practical inconvenience, as a copious index makes refer- 
ences easy. The number of species recorded as having been 
found in Cuba is 255. 


XLIX.—Letiers, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letters, addressed to the 
Editors of ‘The Ibis :’— 

Noumea, New Caledonia. 
May 10, 1879. 

Sirs,—The accompanying extracts from a letter from Mr. 
Leopold Layard may amuse some of the “ brethren,” as illus- 
trating the kind of company into which ornithology brings 
us! A previous letter describes the peril they were in on 
their voyage to Vate (Sandwich Island), whence he writes. 
“ A pitch-dark night, torrents of rain, a sudden drop of the 
wind, and a strong current setting them onareef!” Towing 
by boats and sweeps saved them. I suspect a badly manned 
trader would have come to utter grief. 

L. L. writes from Havanna Harbour, May 3rd, “ Just off 
for Tapua* if possible, and Makira t certainly. I came back 
from G.’s yesterday ; had a bad time of it there, as it rained the 
whole while f, and the bush was impenetrable, last year’s hurri- 
cane having blown down so much, which is now all overgrown 
with creepers. I gota fine male Pétlopus correi, a Myiolesies, 
new tous $, Halcyon julie, Cuculus bronzinus, Glyciphila (flavo- 


* “Tapua,” or “Tapooa,” is one of the Santa-Cruz group, where our 
dear old friend Commodore Goodenough was killed by the natives. On 
this island the natives are very friendly.—H. L. L. 

+ Makira is a fine harbour in San Cristoval Island, Solomon group.— 
BILIC 

t It has been the same here for more than a month, and I hear the 
bad weather has extended far and wide over the South-Sea Islands.— 
E. L. L. 

§ Mr. Ramsay, of Sydney, has described a Myiolestes from the New 
Ilebrides; but I do not know its name.—F. L. L. 


